
Application 1: KidsOut 
 
Each year KidsOut provides its Santa’s Grotto at the Leighton Buzzard Christmas Festival 
during the last weekend of November. This year KidsOut would like to provide children from 
Oak Bank School along with other disadvantaged children from Leighton Linslade with a 
ticket to Santa’s Grotto. This will entitle them to entrance to the Grotto and an age 
appropriate gift to the value of £5 per child. Oak Bank School caters for pupils who have 
social, emotional and mental health difficulties. KidsOut aims to support the emotional and 
mental wellbeing of children by providing a fun activity and happy memories to look back on. 
Sadly there are always families who cannot afford to take their children to Santa’s Grotto and 
we want to work with Oak Bank School to identify families who may be in need. No child 
wants to feel different from their peers and every child wants to visit Santa. KidsOut 
evaluates and monitors its services through questionnaires distributed to service users. 
These feature questions focusing on the delivery of our services and their impact. We will 
collect feedback from school staff, parents and children (where possible) to gain different 
perspectives and ensure our evaluation process is thorough. Allowing participants to have 
their say is the best way to make our services as inclusive 
and effective as possible. 
 
22. How many people in Leighton-Linslade do you expect to benefit directly from the project? 
Up to 100 
 
23. Please advise the timescale for the project. 
Weekend of 26 to 28 November 2021 
 
24. Will the project require ongoing financial support, e.g. maintenance? If so, how will this 
be funded? 
No 

Application 2: Hospice at Home 

After the last 18 months, we have had to adapt our services alot in order to continue to help 
where we can. We moved alot of services to remote services so we were able to continue 
over the phone etc. However, now things have reopened up we are restarting face to face 
visits. We have put together full COVID 19 compliant safety packs, including guidelines and 
PPE. This all obviously costs the charity alot 
to implement, as well as training up new volunteers and publicising the charity. We are 
hoping now is the right time to get the charity out there again, as I believer more than ever 
there will be so many people we can help, and it is so important that we can get our name 
out there as well as being as safe and ready to help where we can. I believe we could really 
reach out to alot of people in and around Leighton Buzzard . We will be able to assess the 
success of the project by the number of clients we manage to reach out to and start visits 
with. 
 
22. How many people in Leighton-Linslade do you expect to benefit directly from the project? 
As many as possible 
 
23. Please advise the timescale for the project. 
1 Year 
 
24. Will the project require ongoing financial support, e.g. maintenance? If so, how will this 
be funded? 
Potentially depending on success - we may reach out for further funding over time 
with other organisations, and we will be attending local events and fairs for both 
fundraising and promotion. 



Application 3: LB Trefoil Guild 
 

21. Please briefly describe 
the project, including: 

- Where it will take 
place 

- How the 
community of 
Leighton-Linslade 
will benefit 

- How the project 
supports the 
community 

- How have you 
identified the 
need for this 
project? 

- How will you 
assess the 
success of the 
project? 

 
(if necessary please 
supply further details on 
a separate single sheet 
of paper) 

 
 
 
 

Leighton Buzzard Trefoil Guild meet monthly for 
2 hours. The venue used to be St Georges Court 
and we paid £10 per month. Since the start of 
the pandemic we have been ‘meeting’ via Zoom, 
e-mail, post and personal visits to maintain 
contact with members.   
Now restrictions have eased we have recently 
started meeting face to face but finding a regular 
affordable venue has been challenging. We have 
secured a booking at Pages Park Railway 
Community room, this is a nice venue but not 
totally suitable as we have several members with 
mobility issues so other suitable venues are 
being visited. The cost of local venues is around 
£20 an hour so our monthly cost is now £40. A 
fourfold increase. Members have already voted 
to increase fees by 50% and we are request 
support to fill the gap for the coming year to 
enable us to fundraise for future years.( £120 ) 
In addition we are seeking funding for a first aid 
kit to have at our  meetings and outings as for 
hygiene reasons we feel we should not share 
with other groups( £30). 
In addition in order to support our activities, the 
recruitment of new members and fundraising we 
are seeking a grant of £50 to cover craft 
materials. Glass paints, fabric, glue cards etc. 
 

22. How many people in 
Leighton-Linslade do 
you expect to benefit 
directly from the project? 

Approx 25 directly plus hundreds more through 
Guiding 

23. Please advise the 
timescale for the project. 

 
One year  
 
 

24. Will the project require 
ongoing financial 
support, e.g. 
maintenance? If so, how 
will this be funded? 

This is a covid recovery request, future years 
should be self funding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Application 4: NCT Leighton Buzzard & District branch 
 
Leighton Buzzard NCT Restart Following Covid restrictions and associated loss of our 
events and services, we need to re-establish our support and presence in Leighton-Linslade. 
Most of our traditional fundraising opportunities have not been possible since March 2020 
but we have continued to provide some support to the community with post-natal WhatsApp 
support groups (for parents who have been on courses) and regular ‘Walk and Talks’. We 
have managed just one fundraising event, a very enjoyable Storytime, this summer so we 
need your help to get back on our feet in a Covid affected world. We are seeking funding to 
kickstart our parent support activities. We will prioritise those activities with the biggest reach 
and greatest impact. All events/services will take place in Leighton-Linslade or very nearby 
(eg Stanbridge and Tilsworth Hall). Our events and activities are free and accessible to all. 
We suggest a small donation (£1-3) for some activities to ensure sustainability. All 
events/services will support parents-to-be and parents of young children in Leighton-
Linslade with practical and emotional aspects of parenting to support the healthy 
and safe development of their children and the positive mental health of all family members. 
We intend to raise funds from whatever we do to help us remain sustainable going forward. 
We would appreciate your support of this flexible application and are happy to report on 
exactly what we do achieve in the coming year. The options which we are exploring are 
detailed below in priority order. 

  
1) Nearly New Sales (NNS)  
These are our biggest fundraisers usually but we have missed 3 of these due to Covid 
restrictions. We typically hold 2 per year. NNS support parents with the cost of parenting 
(by selling items to boost income and or purchasing items at a lower price than brand 
new), reduce waste (thus reducing impact on the environment) and find out more about 
other services we offer. We sell second-hand toys, equipment (eg baby baths and high 
chairs) and clothing (from maternity to babies to pre-teens). There is still demand for this 
service, as it is much less labour/time intensive and less intrusive than options like 
Facebook Marketplace or Ebay. We have had numerous enquiries about when these will 
be restarting. Pre-covid these were attended by up to 250 parents.  
Costs: Venue is around £450 and volunteer refreshments £30  
 
2) Sling Library  
 
We would like to revive our sling library very soon. We already have some slings but we 
would need to cover venue costs e.g. once a month and replace slings that need to be 
retired due to age or total rental periods. A sling library is where we help parents to find 
the most suitable carrier/sling for the comfort of their baby and themselves. We hire the 
sling(s) to them for 2-4 weeks so that they can find out if it is the right one for them. 
Babies’ needs change quickly as they grow and this can be a much more cost-effective 
option for parents than buying a new sling only to discover it is not the right one for 
them. We have trained volunteers and online videos available to help them choose and 
use the slings. Face-to-face support when trying to work out how to use a sling is 
invaluable. Manuals and videos are only help so much. An actual person with a helping 
hand is so much better. There is no other sling library in Leighton Buzzard. 
Northampton, North Beds and Aylesbury are the closest that we have been able to find. 
A Sling Library is not just about babywearing though, it is also an opportunity for parents 
to talk about challenges they are facing and for our volunteers to signpost them to 
appropriate help and advice. What people learn from us they will also likely share with 
other parents and so the impact is felt more widely in the community. We would be 



happy to share greater detail around the complexities of running this and the benefits of 
babywearing.  
Costs: Venue £45-50 for 2 hours per session. Replacement slings/carriers £250+ for 8 
due to retire in 2022. (Due to NCT having historic relationships with sling companies we 
are often able to purchase these near cost price.)  
 
3) Seasonal Parties  
 
These have been hugely popular and financially successful for the branch in the past. 
Halloween and Christmas have been notable occasions before but we are unlikely to 
have permission in time to plan these this year and so are looking forward to 
Spring/Easter and Halloween events in 2022. Benefits include introductions to/taster 
sessions of age-appropriate activities and socialising for parents and children to support 
positive mental health and development.  
 
Costs: Equipment/Craft supplies £40. Refreshments £40 (This is kept low with the help 
of donations from volunteers and local supermarkets). Venue £75-100 for 3-hour hire.  
 
4) Bumps and Babies Group  
 
We would like to get this set up but we don’t currently have volunteers to do so. We 
need to find adults who have the time and confidence to help us and know that we are 
here to help and be helped. This can be achieved through advertising of the above 
activities. Demand for this type of group is high, we have a huge population of young 
families in Leighton-Linslade. Many baby and toddler groups are thankfully starting to 
operate again but many are set up to cater for both age groups which can be 
intimidating for parents of new/younger babies. Parents of the youngest babies often 
want smaller, quieter venues/groups where their non-mobile babies are safer and they 
feel less overwhelmed. The benefit of social interaction at this early stage of parenthood 
is vital to avoid loneliness and ensure positive mental health is supported. We can 
signpost to appropriate support for those who are struggling and we can help to prevent 
struggles by providing a friendly and welcoming community.  
Costs: Refreshments: £3-5 per session. Venue £40-50 for 2 hours per session. This is 
not financially viable in the long term but we hope to return to the Children’s Centre as 
soon as possible. Please see below notes re venues.  
 
Venues  
We used to run Sling Library and help run a Bumps and Babies at the Children’s Centre 
but they are unable to help us at present due to their covid restrictions of 8 people per 
room so we are reviewing alternative venues. We may be able to return to the Children’s 
Centre in the future. They are very supportive of us. For now, we know that council 
venues of Mentmore Pavilion and Pages Park offer excellent value but may not always 
be available or the right size for our needs. Other local halls are more expensive but we 
would always seek the best value and location for our attendees’ needs (including those 
who do not drive and safe space to leave prams). 
 
22. How many people in Leighton-Linslade do you expect to benefit directly from the project? 
1) Nearly New Sales: 75 sellers and 100+ buyers per sale 2) Sling Library: 6-8 families 
per month (70+ per year) 3) Seasonal Parties:110 people (40-50 families) per party 4) 
Bumps and Babies Group: 10 families per session (40+ families per year) 
 
23. Please advise the timescale for the project. 



1) Nearly New Sales: Jan/Feb and Oct 2022 2) Sling Library: Monthly from Jan 2022 3) 
Seasonal 
Parties: Mar/Apr and Oct 2022 4) Bumps and Babies Group: Weekly from Mar 2022 
 
24. Will the project require ongoing financial support, e.g. maintenance? If so, how will this 
be funded? 
No. We are usually able to fund branch activities through profits from our events, 
mainly the Nearly New Sales, which we usually hold twice per year. Covid lockdowns 
and restrictions have cancelled 3 of these for us so far and so our reserves have been 
depleted by our storage costs (for rails, bags, slings etc). Once restrictions are eased 
and we have regular income again, we should have enough funding to run core 
services/events. We may seek future funding to provide additional activities, 
depending on demand and volunteer capacity. 


